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agitation and otherwise organize themselves. I often hear the
talk that the Congress became useful only when non-co-operation
came in* This is an utterly wrong view of the situation. The
Congress agitation paved the way for non-co-operation. The
latter was the fitting corollary to the previous Congress activities.
The Congress has always been in India the greatest demonstrative
and effective agency for ventilating people's grievances. It has al-
ways been a true register of popular strength and weakness. The
States subjects, too, must have their Congresses and Conferences
quite apart from the British Indian prototype and probably diffe-
rently managed. They may learn from the mistakes of the parent
body but they have to go through that preliminary discipline. A
mere unexaggerated exposure of a wrong is by no means a small
matter. Wrong like vice flourishes in secrecy. It dies of sunlight.
Therefore let the subjects of the States organize themselves quickly
and in a methodical manner without mixing up and spoiling their
local matters with the National Congress. The State subjects can
work as so many are doing in the Congress and for the Congress
outside the States area.
A WARNING VOICE FROM BENGAL
There is a friend, an old and tried servant of the nation^ who
never fails to inform me of threatening clouds that appear time
and again on the horizon in Bengal. This time he warns me against
countenancing a general non-payment movement. He thinks that
precipitate action is quite likely in Bengal as most of the leaders
are in jail. I cannot complain but I cannot help noting that the
imprisonment of leaders is due to the criminal folly of the Govern-
ment which has treated the real peace-makers as if they were peace-
breakers. The Government are inviting violence. They are, as
if of a set purpose, preparing the country for violence. But here
again I must not complain, I admit that most of us had ex-
pected all this and more, and yet we came to the conclusion that
we had to take our courage in both our hands and move forward
without faltering. Our trust then was, as it today is, in God.
But I know that we must take every possible precaution to avert
every unexpected crisis, I have therefore strongly advised and
advise again that wisdom requires that all parts of India should wait
for the experiment which I have undertaken personally to super-
vise. Bengal has done much. She has worked wonders, she has
suffered much, is still suffering and is still keeping herself under
great restraint. I would appeal to all the Bengal leaders to rest
on their oars and not to take a single new step. Let them by all